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SUBJECT: AIRLIFT OF SANDINISTAS TO PANAMA - NOON BRIEFING 

FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE POSTS MAY USE IN RESPONSE TO 
QUESTIONS ON AIRLIFT OF SANDINISTAS TO PANAMA 

BEGIN QUOTE Q: IS PANAMA GIVING SANCTUARY TO THE TERRORISTS 
WHO ARRIVED THERE YESTERDAY FROM NICARAGUA? 

A: AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, THE SANDINISTAS WERE AIRLIFTED TO 
PANAMA AS A RESULT OF ARRANGEMENTS WORKED OUT BETWEEN THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF NICARAGUA, PANAMA, VENEZUELA AND COSTA RICA 
TO ASSIST THE NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT TO RESOLVE THE CRISIS 
THERE. WE UNDERSTAND THAT PANAMA'S ASSISTANCE WAS AT THE 
REQUEST OF THE GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA. WE DO NOT KNOW THE 
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TERMS OF THE ARRANGEMENTS WORKED OUT BY THE GOVERNMENTS 
CONCERNING THE FUTURE STATUS OF THE PRISONERS RELEASED BY 
NICARAGUA OR THE SANDINISTAS. THE PANAMANIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER HAS SAID THE SANDINISTAS AND THE EX-PRISONERS HAVE 
REQUESTED POLITICAL ASYLUM. 

Q: IS THE DEPARTMENT IN ACCORD WITH PANAMA'S GIVING 
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SANCTUARY TO TERRORISTS? 

A: WE UNDERSTAND THAT PANAMA, AS WELL AS OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
AGREED TO COOPERATE AT THE REQUEST OF THE NICARAGUAN GOV- 
ERNMENT AND THE ARCHBISHOP WHO WAS NEGOTIATING. I DON'T 
WANT TO TRY TO CHARACTERIZE THAT DECISION SINCE WE DO NOT 
KNOW ALL THE CONSIDERATIONS THAT WENT INTO IT. 

Q: WILL THE FACT THAT PANAMA HAS ACCEPTED THESE TERRORISTS 
AFFECT OUR RELATIONS WITH PANAMA? 

A: THERE IS NO REASON TO ASSUME IT WILL HAVE ANY ADVERSE 
EFFECT, BUT AS I SAID, TERMS OF THE ARRANGEMENTS ARE NOT 
KNOWN. 

Q: DID ALL OF THE SANDINISTAS AND EX-PRISONERS GET OFF IN 
PANAMA? 

A: YES. ACCORDING TO THE PANAMANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
ALL REQUESTED TO STAY IN PANAMA. THE HOSTAGES ALSO GOT 
OFF IN PANAMA AND ARE REPORTED TO BE IN GOOD CONDITION. 

Q: PRESIDENT SOMOZA HAS STATED THAT THE SANDINISTAS ARE 
SUPPORTED BY THE CUBANS. DOES THE UNITED STATES AGREE? 

A: WE DO NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE TO CONCLUDE THAT 
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CUBA IS ACTIVELY SUPPORTING THE SANDINISTAS AT THIS TIME. 

Q: DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT CONSIDER THE SANDINISTAS TO 
BE A MARXIST OR COMMUNIST ORGANIZATION? 

A: OUR EVIDENCE IS THAT THE SANDINISTAS ARE SPLIT INTO 
AT LEAST THREE DIFFERENT FACTIONS, TWO OF WHICH HAVE 
MARXIST TENDENCIES. IT IS STILL UNCLEAR WHICH OF THE 
FACTIONS WERE REPRESENTED AMONG THE OCCUPIERS OF THE 
NICARAGUA NATIONAL PALACE. CHRISTOPHER 
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